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The American Council of Trustees and Alumni is an independent, nonprofit organization 

committed to promoting academic freedom, academic excellence, and accountability at America’s 

colleges and universities. Founded in 1995, ACTA works with alumni, donors, trustees, and education 

leaders across the country to support liberal arts education, uphold high academic standards, safeguard 

the free exchange of ideas on campus, and ensure that the next generation receives an intellectually rich, 

high-quality education at an affordable price. 



The goal from day one was always to achieve a 
change on the ground. Change that will benefit 
the students, benefit the faculty, benefit the 
intellectual life of academe. “

—Jerry L. Martin, Founding President 
American Council of Trustees and Alumni
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2020 was a year that tried the soul of our 
nation, and our trials have not ended. The pandem-
ic is not over, and there are weaknesses in the body 
politic that call on all of us to do better. It is for us to 
realize the vision of our Founders and the promise 
that America holds for its citizens and the world. 
We must ensure that higher education is part of the 
way forward. It will shape the values of the gradu-
ates who will go on to be the staff and leadership of 
corporations and businesses large and small. And 

it will shape the values of those who will be our 
elected officials, preside in our courts, and teach 
our children. Its effects on American prosperity and 
American culture will always be profound.

In our 25th anniversary year, ACTA focused on 
the importance of the free exchange of ideas on 
campus. So as the pandemic closed in, we moved 
the campus debate program that we sponsor with 
Braver Angels online. In 2020, over 800 students 
from 24 campuses met in civil, parliamentary-
stye debates on controversial issues ranging from 
defunding the police to building the border wall. 
We intend to change “cancel culture” to a culture of 
intellectual affirmation.

It was a privilege to name as a Hero of Intellectual 
Freedom Professor Abigail Thompson, chair of 

the mathematics department at the University 
of California–Davis. She defied vilification from 
her colleagues to expose the University of 
California System’s oppressive diversity screening 
requirement. Pandemic notwithstanding, ACTA 
was proud to travel to Princeton University to 
present the same award to Professor Joshua Katz, 
who bravely resisted a faculty-led initiative to 
establish procedures to punish colleagues deemed 
out of step with Princeton’s purported “anti-
racism” protocols. 

We published a brilliant essay by 
former ACLU president Nadine 
Strossen, Resisting Cancel Culture: 
Promoting Dialogue, Debate, and Free 
Speech in the College Classroom, which 
we will soon send to nearly 25,000 
trustees and college leaders. And we 
continue building an alliance of donors 
who will bring their generosity to 
bear not only in moving institutions 
to commit themselves to freedom of 

expression but also to live by that commitment.

From the boardroom to the Washington Post, 
ACTA’s work to make a solid core curriculum part 
of every undergraduate’s collegiate experience 
continues to resonate. By expanding our database 
of high school counselors to more than 50,000 
in 2020, we made that message sound loudly 
in secondary schools, helping college-bound 
students and their families make wise choices. 

Americans are hungry to know the nation’s history, 
and we were proud to publish Professor Allen  
Guelzo’s outstanding essay, 10 Things Everyone 
Should Know About American History, with a brilliant 
introduction by Wilfred McClay. We registered 
over 104,000 digital downloads, distributed 
nearly 30,000 printed copies, and have gone into 

From the President

It is for us to realize the vision of our 
Founders and the promise that America 
holds for its citizens and the world. We 
must ensure that higher education is 
part of the way forward. . . . Its effects on 
American prosperity and American culture 
will always be profound.

“
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a second printing. Our publications are among the many 
ways that ACTA counters the misinformation increasingly 
forced into school and college curricula. We often find 
student allies. At Louisiana State University, the students 
themselves expressed their dismay at the “D” grade their 
core curriculum “earned” in ACTA’s What Will They 
Learn?® rating system, but agreed the low grade was 
merited. We promote institutions not always well known, 
but that are distinguished for their devotion to a disciplined 
and rigorous liberal arts education.  

We have had important victories. Our intervention in 
Florida helped stop the Department of Education from 
weakening its requirement for civic education, and we 
are very happy that we helped move forward the REACH 
Act in South Carolina to establish a much stronger 
requirement for collegiate study of American history. 
We were honored to assist in the development of the 
Arizona Board of Regents’ excellent initiative for a strong, 
new undergraduate requirement in American history and 
government. Tens of thousands of students will be better 
equipped for informed and engaged citizenship.

This year, our Fund for Academic Renewal passed the 
$100 million mark for higher education funding that it 
has advised. We help donors move beyond writing a 
blank check for general institutional support to crafting 
gifts that fulfill their vision and intent, and genuinely 
strengthen academic programming.

Since ACTA’s birth, we have counseled trustees to be 
informed, engaged, and confident fiduciaries. Nothing ex-
emplifies better ACTA’s groundbreaking work to empower 
trustees than our HowCollegesSpendMoney.com website. 
With a few keystrokes, it becomes clear whether an insti-
tution prioritizes academic over administrative spending. 
In 2020, the Iowa Board of Regents used the site to make 
budgetary decisions; other schools base presidential per-
formance reviews on it. This same year, its data became 
part of a U.S. Representative’s address to Congress.

The pages of this report are adorned with scenes from 
an engraving that evokes the lost Library of Alexandria. 
It was once the greatest repository of learning that 
the world had ever known, and its fate warns us that 
civilization is fragile. We must never be complacent. 

Please read on. ACTA’s 25th year was a challenging one 
for all of us and for our nation, but it was also a year in 
which ACTA energetically embraced its mission. We 
are grateful to all of our supporters for their generosity, 
inspiration, and encouragement and for turning a difficult 
year into a year of progress and achievement. 

With warm regards,

Michael B. Poliakoff
President
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Building a Culture of Free Expression on Campus
Academic Freedom

Since its founding, ACTA has labored to defend academic freedom, promote 
free expression within a campus culture of robust, civil dialogue, and ensure that 
students can pursue ideas widely across the ideological and political spectrum. 
Our work to protect these freedoms is critically important today. In 2020, we 
saw the dire consequences of the free speech crisis in full force, as we witnessed 
coarsening public dialogue and the proliferation of cancel culture. On campus, 
students are self-censoring at alarming rates in response to faculty bias, restrictive 
speech codes, Orwellian “bias response teams,” and a pervasive fear of offending 
other students. 

ACTA is renewing free speech at America’s colleges and universities. The 
relationships we have built with campus stakeholders enable us to institute much-
needed changes at schools across the nation—from the top down with college 
presidents and trustees, at the level of teaching and learning among faculty, and 
at the grassroots with students. We are also spearheading a powerful new project 
to encourage donors to make their gifts to colleges and universities contingent on 
the adoption of policies that protect free expression. 

Resisting Cancel Culture
This year, as colleges and universities encountered the formidable challenge of protecting free 

expression on virtual platforms, we published a profound and instructive essay by Nadine 

Strossen, former president of the American Civil Liberties Union, entitled Resisting Cancel 

Culture: Promoting Dialogue, Debate, and Free Speech in the College Classroom. In the essay, 

which features a foreword by Brookings Institution Senior Fellow Jonathan Rauch, Professor 

Strossen distinguishes the difference between a “free expression culture” that ACTA believes all 

l

l

1995
ACTA is founded to 
promote academic 
freedom, excellence, and 
accountability in higher 
education and publishes 
the first edition of its 
quarterly newsletter 
Inside Academe.

l 2004
ACTA issues the stunning 
Politics in the Classroom 
survey, revealing 49% 
of students feel political 
pressure in the classroom.

l 2003
ACTA presents expert testimony 
before the U.S. Senate on the need for 
intellectual diversity at colleges and 
universities.

l
2009

ACTA publishes Trouble 
in the Dorms, taking 
on residential life 
programs that violate 
students’ freedom of 
conscience. Today, 
we are challenging the 
growing political activism 
of student services 
departments.

2005
ACTA begins its cam-
paign for access to ROTC 
on elite college campuses. 
Now, students at Yale, 
Stanford, Columbia, 
Harvard,  and Brown are 
able to participate.

ACTA releases its influential trustee 
guide Free to Teach, Free to Learn at a 
conference of educational leaders on 
academic freedom in New York City.

l 2013

Free to Teach, Free to Learn

Understanding and Maintaining Academic Freedom in Higher Education

A Trustee Guide from
the AMERICAN COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES AND ALUMNI

ACTA TURNS 10
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Building a Culture of Free Expression on Campus

universities ought to promote and the “cancel culture” that has 

unfortunately emerged at many institutions. 

The essay outlines strategies that college leaders must adopt 

to counter social pressure, self-censorship, and incivility in 

traditional and online classrooms. It also provides a model for 

academic inquiry based on the procedures of parliamentary-

style debate that faculty can employ to empower students to 

share their ideas with both confidence and intellectual humility. 

Professor Strossen circulated the essay as recommended 

reading for a Federalist Society presentation, putting this urgent 

admonition in the hands of higher education experts and faculty 

across the country.

ACTA will soon send the publication to our vast network 

of trustees, college presidents, and alumni, along with a 

companion piece featuring best practices for protecting free 

speech in the online classroom. 

Emboldening Professors: Heroes of Intellectual 
Freedom

The bold creativity of faculty has been the engine of research 

and progress in our country for generations. When professors 

American Council of Trustees and Alumni   |   Institute for Effective Governance® 

Perspectives on Higher Education

Promoting Dialogue, Debate, and 

Free Speech in the College Classroom

BY NADINE STROSSEN

RESISTING 
CANCEL CULTURE

All of us who are engaged in education must redouble our efforts to promote 
the embattled free speech culture and to counter the ascendant cancel culture in 
the especially challenging context of the virtual classroom.

—Nadine Strossen, John Marshall Harlan II Professor of Law Emerita, New York Law School; 
First female president of the American Civil Liberties Union from 1991–2008

“
ACTA writes 20,000 college trustees, urging them 
to adopt the newly created Chicago Principles on 
Freedom of Expression. Today, 81 colleges and 
universities have adopted the Principles or a similar 
statement.

l 2015

l 2014
ACTA continues to challenge 
the disinvitation of contro-
versial speakers on campus. 
In 2014, the New York Times 
publishes ACTA’s defense 
of Ayaan Hirsi Ali after she 
is disallowed to speak at 
Brandeis University.

ACTA 
TURNS 20

l 2019

ACTA testifies before 
the South Dakota legi-
slature to advise on the 
nation’s first statewide  
law to protect intellectual 
diversity on campus.

l 2018–2020
ACTA forges a dynamic partnership with 
Braver Angels to launch student debates 
on college campuses nationwide to 
promote civil discourse on divisive issues. 
To date, 24 institutions and over 800 
students have participated.

l 2019 ACTA launches its 
Heroes of Intellectual 
Freedom initiative, 
honoring members 
of the academic 
community who protect 
and foster the diversity 
of viewpoints that is 
the lifeblood of liberal 
education.

l 2017
ACTA honors University 
of Chicago President 
Robert Zimmer for his 
leadership on freedom of 
expression.
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are unwilling to voice their opinions, the entire campus community, and society at large, suffers. In 

2019, we launched our Heroes of Intellectual Freedom initiative, which honors faculty who stand up 

for intellectual diversity and defend free expression. In 2020, we recognized Abigail Thompson, chair of 

the mathematics department at the University of California–Davis, who brought to light the dangerous 

implications of the University of California System’s initiative to screen candidates for hire on the basis 

of their attitudes toward diversity and eliminate from consideration those deemed insufficiently engaged 

in diversity programs. In response to her essay in the Wall Street Journal, “The University’s New Loyalty 

Oath,” she faced vicious online attacks against her and a letter questioning her position as chair. Despite 

this, Professor Thompson stood firm in her opinion that mandatory screening for diversity will inevitably 

eliminate many candidates distinguished for their academic record, scholarship, and teaching skills. She 

will deliver remarks about her experience at our 25th Plus One Anniversary Celebration in November 2021. 

In an award ceremony in August at Princeton University, attended by several high-profile ACTA friends—

including Robert P. George, Keith Whittington, and Foundation for Individual Rights in Education (FIRE) 

Senior Fellow Samantha Harris—ACTA President Michael Poliakoff honored Princeton classics professor 

Joshua Katz as a Hero of Intellectual Freedom. On July 4, Professor Katz published an article in Quillette 

entitled “A Declaration of Independence by a Princeton Professor” in which he bravely criticized a letter 

signed by some 300 faculty and staff members that included 49 demands to address alleged racism on 

campus. Professor Katz showed indisputably that some of those demands were illegal, discriminatory, and 

highly unethical. For exercising his right to free speech, he came under immediate fire from his colleagues 

and was denounced by the university’s president, but he has stood resolutely against assaults that have 

continued for many months. 
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Princeton professors Keith Whittington, Robert George, Joshua Katz, and John Londregan 
with Debra Parker, program manager of the James Madison Program, gather to honor 
Professor Joshua Katz as ACTA’s newest Hero of Intellectual Freedom.
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The default response to 
criticism of any given social 
justice initiative cannot be a 
charge of racism with coercive 
power to end the discussion 
and punish dissenters. It will 
not advance social justice, and 
it will assuredly destroy the 
dialogue and debate that can 
move our society forward.

—Michael Poliakoff, President, ACTA 
Forbes.com, July 28, 2020

Raising the profile of these courageous individuals through 

our Heroes of Intellectual Freedom project is a crucial 

component of ACTA’s work to restore the free exchange of 

ideas at our colleges and universities. Faculty members who 

voice diverging views are the most powerful line of defense for 

the preservation of free expression and intellectual diversity. 

ACTA will continue to support and encourage such exemplary 

citizens of the academy, looking forward to the time when 

faculty and students can discuss and debate without facing 

censorship, attacks on their reputation, or viewpoint-based 

disciplinary action. 

Advancing the Chicago Principles on Freedom 
of Expression 

By law, public colleges and universities must abide by the 

First Amendment, and many private institutions purport to 

guarantee free speech in their mission statements. However, 

the reality is that many schools do not practice what they 

preach. The increasing limitation of free expression has 

diminished the quality of education, restricting the ideas that 

can be explored and the conversations that can be shared on 

campus. 

The renewal of the free exchange of ideas will only be effective 

if there is change at the top, in both policy and practice. Since 

their introduction in 2015, ACTA has been a leading voice 

in encouraging colleges to adopt the Chicago Principles on 

Freedom of Expression or a similarly strong commitment 

to free and open inquiry. The Chicago Principles charge the 

university with the “solemn responsibility not only to promote 

a lively and fearless freedom of debate and deliberation, but 

also to protect that freedom when others attempt to restrict it.” 

To date, 81 schools have adopted the Chicago Principles, 

including most recently the University of Alabama System, 

Jacksonville State University, Colorado Mesa University, Boston 

University, and the University of Richmond. In 2020, ACTA 

consulted with trustees at the University of Denver and Ohio 

State University as they considered instituting policies to protect 

freedom of expression. Additionally, 19 institutions sought out 

ACTA’s expertise on promoting academic freedom on campus. 

“
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On December 22, 2020, the University of Texas–Austin 
reached a settlement with Speech First to disband 
its Campus Climate Response Team. Speech First, a 
student group, sued the university in 2018 to prohibit 
enforcement of policies that prevented conservative and 
libertarian students from discussing controversial issues 
on campus, and ACTA submitted an amicus brief on 
Speech First’s behalf. Texas, Mississippi, and Louisiana 
are all covered by the ruling, and ACTA is currently 
lending our support to more cases. 

Protecting Intellectual Diversity

In November 2020, the South Dakota Board of Regents issued its annual report to the state legislature on its 

efforts to promote and ensure intellectual diversity and the free exchange of ideas, citing ACTA’s assistance 

in developing a robust campus climate survey to assess student perception of academic freedom. The report 

comes a year after ACTA worked with South Dakota Representative Sue Peterson to help craft a framework 

for the nation’s first legislative-governing board partnership to protect intellectual diversity at the state’s 

public colleges and universities. 

Defeating Bias Response Teams 
Bias response teams are disturbingly common at colleges and universities today. A 2017 FIRE report 

identified teams operating on 232 campuses, including 143 at public institutions. Prejudice has no place on 

the college campus, but the practice of deploying bias response teams to police speech is not the answer 

and, in fact, will move us backward by inhibiting the open conversations that are necessary to address such 

difficult issues.  

ACTA’s efforts to challenge this trend and promote a culture of free expression are generating results. On 

December 22, 2020, the University of Texas–Austin (UT) reached a settlement with Speech First to disband 

its Campus Climate Response Team. Speech First, a student group, sued the university in 2018 to prohibit 

enforcement of policies that prevented conservative and libertarian students from discussing controversial 

issues on campus, and ACTA submitted an amicus brief on Speech First’s behalf. While the district court 

originally dismissed the case, a Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals decision vacated the lower court’s decision in 

Ac
ad

em
ic

 F
re

ed
o

m



9American Council of Trustees and Alumni • 2020

On PBS News Hour, Pete 
Peterson, dean of the School 
of Public Policy at Pepperdine 
University, praises the 
parliamentary-style debates 
hosted by ACTA and Braver 
Angels for “bringing together 
conversations with people across 
the left and right to not only 
better understand each other, but 
to talk through very polarizing 
policy issues.”

October, leading UT to reach a settlement. The university will 

make additional changes to policies that can inhibit the free 

exchange of ideas. 

As ACTA pointed out in its amicus brief, bias response teams 

are dangerous weapons in the hands of those who seek to 

suppress dissenting viewpoints. Although the criteria for 

what constitutes a “bias incident” are often very vague, bias 

response teams are designed to be punitive and often operate 

like an investigative apparatus. Many conduct interviews in 

collaboration with campus police and track and record bias 

allegations, and they can refer cases to an institution’s formal 

disciplinary body. 

It should not take a federal appeals court to force public 

universities to live up to their academic ideals and 

constitutional responsibilities. Thanks to ACTA’s work, and 

the efforts of other organizations and allies, including Speech 

First and FIRE, it is becoming harder for university leaders in 

many states to turn a blind eye to such violations of students’ 

First Amendment rights. Texas, Mississippi, and Louisiana 

are all covered by the ruling, and ACTA is currently lending 

our support to more cases, including a challenge to the Bias 

Assessment and Response Team at the University of Illinois. 

Healing Political Polarization 
As colleges and universities sent thousands of students home 

after the pandemic hit, ACTA brought our series of campus 

debates, in partnership with Braver Angels, right into students’ 

homes. ACTA and Braver Angels, along with campus chapters 

of BridgeUSA, have worked together to promote robust 

dialogue at colleges and universities across the county by 

bringing students with divergent political views together to 

discuss controversial issues. We facilitate parliamentary-style 

debates that provide a civil, respectful way for students with 

opposing opinions to listen to and learn from each other. 

In June, we launched our first online debate with Linn Benton 

Community College, examining the topic of free college tuition. 

On October 1, we hosted a virtual debate with Texas Wesleyan 

University, attended by 50 students, that took up the volatile 

controversy, “Trash or Treasure: Should Confederate statues 
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remain across America?” Another debate on October 6, held with various colleges and universities across 

Oregon, drew nearly 60 participants to discuss the question, “Have the Portland protests done more good 

than harm?” Later that month, students from Yale, Princeton, Harvard, Columbia, Fordham, Stanford, and 

Dartmouth sparred over the topic, “Resolved: American Democracy is in Irreversible Decline.” On October 

21, another event brought students from The George Washington University, Georgetown University, and 

surrounding Washington, DC, schools to debate the proposal, “Should the U.S. Implement Term Limits for 

Supreme Court Justices?” 

In the midst of a  contentious election season and the civil strife that marked 2020, these debates show that 

students are eager to rise above political mudslinging and engage with peers who hold views at odds with 

their own. ACTA provides them with the tools and the platform to do so. As one Texas Wesleyan student 

commented, “This is what I think civil discourse should be at every level of government.” 

In early 2021, debates are scheduled at Arizona State University, the University of Notre Dame, and the 

University of Connecticut, with more to come. We are also beginning to teach students and faculty how to 

organize and conduct their own debates in order to expand the transformational impact of this initiative—

reducing political polarization and reaching ever more of America’s future leaders. 

Launching a Donor Revolution 
The COVID-19 pandemic’s blow to the economy has caused a steep drop in state funding for higher 

education, giving philanthropists unprecedented leverage to effect positive change in the effort to restore 

academic freedom on campus. ACTA is working to increase the number of schools that have endorsed 

ACTA and Braver Angels host a debate for students and faculty from The George Washington University on 
term limits for the Supreme Court. David Dagan, an instructor in the Political Science Department, remarked, 
“At George Washington University and in its Civic House program, we’re really trying to build a community of 
students who care about public engagement. . . . It was really important to have guidance through this process. 
Having the ACTA and Braver Angels team available to us in the way they were was worth gold.”
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the Chicago Principles by building a coalition of donors who 

make their gifts to institutions contingent on the adoption of this 

commonsense commitment. 

We are expanding this groundbreaking campaign into a national 

movement to help schools emerge from the crisis with a 

recommitment to free speech. ACTA has held meetings with 

donors in Florida, New York, Pennsylvania, Texas, and Washington, 

DC, building widespread support.

Jeffrey M. McCall wrote in The Hill about ACTA and the need for 

such an approach. 

 
 
By: Jeffrey M. McCall | January 29, 2020 
Don't attend (or donate to) a college that restricts free  
expression 
 

 

High school seniors are wrapping up 
college admissions applications ahead 
of the approaching Feb. 1 deadline 
for most institutions. These applicants 
will decide where to matriculate 
based on many factors, including the 
college’s reputation, location, and 
even dining options. More important 
than the usual factors, however, pro-
spective students and their parents 
should consider whether a possible 
college choice allows students to 
speak and inquire freely. 
    College marketing materials typi-
cally show photos of college scenery, 
and talk about exciting extracurricular 
activities. Left out of the sales pitch is 
whether the college is committed to 
supporting broad-based intellectual 
inquiry, both in and out of the class-
room. 
    Prospective students should con-
sider how well they will be educated 
and what their overall education 
might be worth if they choose to 
study in a pedagogical Siberia. 
    Having fun at weekend football 
games or living in lavish dorms will 
not compensate for trying to learn in 
an environment that is ideologically 
structured, stifles expression with 
speech codes, and allows only a lim-
ited range of ideas in the classroom. 
    Most universities are today living 
out the warning issued a hundred 
years ago by sociopolitical critic, 
G.K. Chesterton, when he wrote, 
“Freedom of speech means practi-
cally… that we must only talk about 
unimportant things.” Campus cultures 
have, indeed, reduced debate on top-
ics such as immigration, abortion, 
Trumpism, climate change, and oth-
ers. These challenging issues are 

considered to be “settled” and there-
fore, off limits for debate, both in and 
outside of the classroom. 
    The environment for free expres-
sion might seem like a minor issue 
for prospective college students and 
their parents — until a student wants 
to provide an alternative policy per-
spective in a political science class, or 
a different cultural value in a sociol-
ogy class, or moral application in a 
philosophy class. Odds are — at most 
colleges — that certain perspectives 
on these matters will be “approved” 
for discussion and others won’t. 
    Examples abound of campuses 
where weak-kneed administrators are 
happy to stifle robust expression to 
avoid the outrage of ideologically 
driven student affairs staffers and fac-
ulty. A forum about immigration pol-
icy at the University of Pennsylvania 
was stopped last fall because one of 
the panelists was former ICE director 
Thomas Homan. The campus news-
paper at Northwestern University was 
badgered into apologizing for how it 
reported on a campus protest, even 
though the accuracy of the report was 
not questioned. Iowa State University 
is being sued by the free speech advo-
cacy group, Speech First, for rules re-
stricting chalking of sidewalks with 
political messages. Morehead State 
University just got Speech Code of 
the Month “honors” from the Founda-
tion for Individual Rights in Educa-
tion for banning the display of “sex-
ually suggestive pictures, cartoons or 
posters,” without providing clear 
guidance of what constitutes a viola-
tion. 
    The American Council of Trustees 
and Alumni gave its annual award 

last fall to Jose Cabranes, a federal 
appeals judge, former Rutgers law 
professor and former general counsel 
for Yale. Judge Cabranes used his ac-
ceptance remarks to discuss what he 
called “dangerous developments in 
university life.” These included the 
growth of ideological fields of study 
at the expense of traditional academ-
ics. He also warned of the “rise of a 
pedagogy of grievance,” the limiting 
of classroom discussion, and the 
trend to condemn “unwelcome ideas 
as ‘hate speech.’” 
    Cabranes’ concern for curricular 
warp are evidenced in ACTA’s na-
tional study called “What Will They 
Learn?” The study found that tradi-
tional areas of college study, such as 
composition, literature, math and sci-
ence are being deemphasized. Only 
17 percent of colleges now require a 
course in American history or gov-
ernment and only 3 percent require a 
student to have a course in econom-
ics. 
    College administrations that pursue 
restrictive expression policies under-
cut the basic vision of higher educa-
tion to pursue wide inquiry through 
debate and analysis. These restrictive 
policies ultimately make it harder for 
reason to prevail over power and 
emotional mob pressure. Such col-
leges are robbing an entire generation 
of students of the cognitive freedom 
to think on their own. 
    The harm to the nation will be felt 
for years to come. 
    This corruption of the marketplace 
of ideas might seem unimportant to 
mom and dad when touring campus 
with son, Johnny, and admiring the 
campus smoothie counter. But it will 

Before sending in that tuition deposit, prospective 
college students and their parents should study 
carefully the intellectual environment in which the 
students will have to survive for four years. Alums 
should also ascertain whether their alma mater’s free 
speech commitments are suitable before making that 
annual donation.

“
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Preparing Students for Success
Academic Excellence

Colleges that have earned a prestigious “A” rating from ACTA for requiring a 
comprehensive core curriculum gain a competitive market advantage that they 
celebrate in their publications and public events. Employers seek graduates who 
have the intellectual depth of verbal and quantitative skills that a strong core 
curriculum provides. Parents concerned for their children’s future and the return 
on investment of a college education should look beyond the easy promises of 
college advertising to the reality of academic standards. Increasingly, too, the 
nation calls out for graduates who understand American institutions of freedom 
and the history of those institutions. 

ACTA provides unique resources to make this happen. In special reports, we shine 
a spotlight on colleges and universities that fail to keep U.S. history as a require-
ment for majors, and we put before the nation the urgency of foreign language 
study. We sound our call for higher academic standards before legislators, boards 
of trustees, high school principals, college admissions counselors, and parents. 

Driving Curricular Reform 

Now in its 12th year, What Will They Learn?® (WWTL) is ACTA’s annual evaluation of the general 

education programs at over 1,100 U.S. colleges and universities across the nation. Our research 

team devotes over 4,000 hours each year to the project, and the result is a rating system unlike 

any other: one that focuses on what schools are actually teaching. We publish the results in 

print and online every September with two goals in mind: to help high school college admissions 

counselors, principals, and teachers educate families about the importance of selecting a college 

or university with a strong core curriculum, and to encourage and support education leaders and 

policymakers in their curricular reform efforts. 
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l

1996
ACTA convenes its first 
ATHENA Roundtable 
Conference, an annual 
meeting of influential 
college and university 
trustees, educators, 
state policymakers, and 
alumni leaders. Our  
25th will be held in 
2021.

l 2005
ACTA establishes the 
Philip Merrill Award for 
Outstanding Contribu-
tions to Liberal Arts 
Education.

l 2000
ACTA releases Losing America’s Memory, 
documenting historical illiteracy among  college 
students. In response, Congress passes a unani-
mous resolution calling on higher education to 
help restore America’s memory. 2012

ACTA assembles a 
national Council of 
Scholars, drawing on 
outstanding professors 
from across the country, 
to advise on curricular 
standards and projects. 

2009
ACTA launches the What 
Will They Learn?® project. 
Now in its 12th year, WWTL 
rates the core curricula  
at over 1,100 schools 
nationwide.

ACTA receives the 2015 Salvatori 
Prize for American Citizenship 
from the Heritage Foundation in 
recognition of the What Will They 
Learn?® initiative.

l 2015

l



13

American Council of Trustees and Alumni
1730 M Street NW, Suite 600

Washington, DC 20036
Phone: 202-467-6787 or 888-ALUMNI-8

Fax: 202-467-6784
Email: info@GoACTA.org • Website: www.GoACTA.org

2020–
2021

A Survey of Core Requirements at Our Nation’s 
Colleges and Universities

W
HAT will they LEARN   ?    2020–20219 780999 013526

51495>
ISBN 978-0-9990135-2-6

$14.95

2020 was a breakout year for What Will They Learn?®. 

Despite the pandemic’s interruption of the curricular revision 

cycle, we worked with dozens of trustees, presidents, and 

other institutional leaders. We provided research and 

strategic support to faculty and board members at a range 

of institutions, from large public universities (e.g., The Ohio 

State University and Arizona State University) to small liberal 

arts colleges (e.g., Ashland University) and regional state 

schools (e.g., University of Las Vegas). All told, 11 universities 

strengthened their core requirements in 2020. Among the 

highlights, ACTA welcomed Wyoming Catholic College        

and The King’s College to its prestigious “A” list. 

Every year, What Will They Learn?® alerts media to the 

importance of the core curriculum. In 2020, a wide array of 

media outlets called attention to the report, from the Daily 

Signal and Campus Reform to the Washington Examiner and 

the Washington Post. More importantly, the report draws 

students’ attention to the quality of general education 

programs at their own colleges and universities, programs 

Preparing Students for Success
Academic Excellence

What Will They Learn? is a fascinating resource, giving citizens and scholars alike 
much to reflect on. . . . When only roughly one-third of college-aged students can 
name the three branches of government, the answer to what will they learn, sadly, is 
not enough. The information ACTA provides has given me ammunition to take to 
colleagues and administrators to argue for more rigorous curriculum.
“

•	 82% of colleges do not require 
students to take a foundational 
course in U.S. government or history.

•	 42% do not require students to take 
a college-level mathematics course.

•	 68% do not require students to study 
literature.

•	 88% do not require intermediate-
level foreign language courses.

•	 97% do not require a course in 
economics.

ACTA announces the expansion of the Fund for
Academic Renewal, the indispensable program for 
college donors seeking to uphold the liberal arts, 
demand high academic standards, and protect 
academic freedom.

l 2016

l 2016
ACTA documents the 
civic illiteracy sweeping 
America’s colleges and 
universities, publishing A 
Crisis in Civic Education 
and No U.S. History? An 
updated and expanded 
No U.S. History? will be 
published in 2021.

l 2019
ACTA launches its new 
WhatWillTheyLearn.
com website, providing 
students, parents, high 
school counselors, and 
higher ed leaders with 
resources and information 
beyond that of traditional 
college rankings.

l 2020
ACTA establishes the National Society 
of ACTA Scholars, designed to promote 
achievement in liberal learning by 
recognizing graduates who complete an 
ACTA “A” curriculum.

l 2018
ACTA completes its  
database of 50,000+  
high school counselors, 
advancing ACTA’s work 
to  help high school 
seniors make wise 
college selections.

l 2017
ACTA holds its inaugural 
Oases of Excellence 
conference, a gathering  
of faculty leaders of 
rigorous college programs.
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—Gregory A. McBrayer, Associate Professor, Department of History &  
Political Science; Director of University Core Curriculum, Ashland University
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which generally constitute one-quarter to a full third of a student’s academic course of study. This year, 

for example, students at Louisiana State University (LSU) called on their school to do better in Reveille, the 

student newspaper, agreeing with ACTA that LSU deserves its “D.”   

What Will They Learn?® also brings valuable recognition to “A” schools. Many display the ACTA 

“A” prominently on their websites and in recruiting materials. An ACTA “A” helps campus leaders resist the 

pressures that have caused so many programs nationwide to erode in recent decades. 

Helping Students Choose the Right College
If there is one force powerful enough to discipline the higher education sector, it is the marketplace. That 

is why this year we significantly expanded  the reach of the report. ACTA introduced 1,100 state legislators 

on education committees to WWTL, and we immediately received several requests for more information. 

We completed an initial mailing to over 51,000 high school counselors and began outreach campaigns 

to over 3,000 high school principals, associations of homeschool parents, influential parenting blogs, and 

ambitious high school students. 

When COVID-19 interrupted our plan to attend state and national meetings around the country, we 

launched a series of webinars for counselors and created new social media properties to connect with 

families and educators online. We also added a multimedia web tutorial for educators to introduce our 

college choice toolkit and produced a brochure for families and a wallet card for students to inform campus 

visits. 
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In 2020, ACTA significantly enhanced WhatWillTheyLearn.
com to provide students and parents with the resources they 
need to make informed decisions in college selection. We now 
feature detailed profiles of Oases of Excellence and Hidden Gems 
academic programs; new information on each school’s results 
page, including a Chicago Principles badge, student-to-faculty 
ratios, and cohort default rates; and a Campus Climate page 
detailing the importance of a free and open marketplace of ideas. 

Website traffic rose 45.42%, with social media engagement 
up 125.84%. 
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Restoring Civics Education 

From our founding, ACTA has focused on the need for historical 

literacy. Unfortunately, the grim reality is that many college 

graduates would fail to pass a citizenship test. A 2019 ACTA- 

commissioned National Opinion Research Center survey found 

that only 19% of college graduates can identify the amendment 

to the U.S. Constitution that abolished slavery—on a multiple 

choice question. Twelve percent answered that Alexandria 

Ocasio-Cortez was the architect of the New Deal. 

ACTA’s multi-pronged strategy to reform civics education 

includes working with college leaders and faculty to build a 

robust core curriculum; encouraging students and families to 

select schools that promote the teaching and learning of our 

nation’s heritage; and assisting state lawmakers as they seek to 

mandate civics requirements at public institutions. 

We are making significant progress. In 2020, we successfully 

petitioned Florida’s Division of Administrative Hearings to block 

a rule that would have weakened a legislative requirement for 

students in the college system to demonstrate collegiate-level 

understanding of U.S. Founding principles and American history. 

We worked with a major state system to revise a system-

level policy that will require public universities serving over 

150,000 students to add a foundational course in U.S. history or 

government to their general education programs. And we were 

invited to testify in Maryland and South Carolina in support of 

state legislation designed to have a similar, positive effect.

We also published a speech by Princeton University historian 

Allen Guelzo, titled 10 Things Everyone Should Know About 

American History, and mailed it to nearly 30,000 college 

trustees, administrators, faculty, policymakers, and high school 

principals to promote the teaching of American history. To 

date, the publication has over 104,000 digital downloads, 

and RealClear determined that it is “essential reading in 

American civics.” The report was republished and shared on 

a variety of RealClear websites, including RealClearEducation, 

RealClearHistory, and RealClearPublicAffairs, as well as the 

Catholic Education Resource Center. We are currently updating 

our landmark publication No U.S. History? to highlight the 

    10 Things Everyone       
Should Know About 
                 American History

by Allen Guelzo

The best scholarship is finding 
a vast readership in the general 
public. When history departments 
in colleges and universities notice 
this, and adjust accordingly, we 
can expect a surge of interest 
among students. They might not 
realize it, but they hunger for a 
patriotic engagement with the 
sort of large subjects that Allen 
Guelzo identifies as mind-opening 
chapters in a luminous national 
story that is still being written.

—George F. Will, Author & Columnist

The Washington Post

“
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failure of many top universities to require an American history course. We are reviewing course catalogues 

dating back to the 1950s, which demonstrate that universities once were serious about fostering civic 

understanding. Look for the publication in 2021.

Advancing Academic Renewal
Oases of Excellence & Hidden Gems

Every year, ACTA brings together faculty leaders drawn from nearly 80 top academic programs around the 

country. Programs designated “Oases of Excellence” exist on campuses large and small and straddle aca-

demic colleges and disciplines. But they all have in common a dedication to promoting serious academic 

study, encouragement of free and open debate, and a proven record of fostering a community of intellectu-

ally engaged students. COVID-19 necessitated offering webinars instead of an in-person meeting in 2020. 

We covered important topics like best practices for engaging students in a remote learning environment and 

how to address pandemic-related budget and fundraising challenges. This year, we also formalized a  

monthly newsletter and continued to provide technical assistance to Oases programs. 

In our continuing efforts to connect families with outstanding academic programs, we expanded our network 

of Hidden Gems academic programs—high-quality minors, Great Books sequences, and certificate programs 

rooted in the traditional arts and sciences disciplines that can be combined with almost any campus major. 

Students who know where to find a real academic community from day one—engaged faculty, intellectually 

serious students, free and open deliberation, and exposure to the big questions—get much more from their 

education. ACTA is now publishing on our website detailed profiles of Hidden Gems and Oases of Excellence 

In 2020, ACTA released the third edition of The Intelligent 
Donor’s Guide to College Giving. After interviewing several 
successful philanthropists and faculty leaders, we detailed new 
case studies that reflect timeless lessons in higher education 
giving.

Transformative Philanthropy in Higher Education

The INTELLIGENT DONOR’S 
GUIDE to COLLEGE GIVINGCOLLEGE GIVING

THIRD EDITION

Fund for Academic Renewal
American Council of Trustees and Alumni

Ac
ad

em
ic

 E
XC

EL
LE

N
C

E

Anyone considering a gift in higher education would 
be wise to consult ACTA’s updated Intelligent Donor’s 
Guide to College Giving for insightful and actionable 
advice.

—Joanne Florino, Adam Meyerson Distinguished Fellow 
in Philanthropic Excellence, Philanthropy Roundtable

“
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programs so that families, educators, and matriculating students are 

not reliant just on good fortune to find one.

National Society of ACTA Scholars

In 2020, ACTA launched a new initiative designed to recognize and 

promote achievement in liberal learning. Graduates who complete 

an ACTA “A” curriculum at two pilot schools gain admission to 

the National Society of ACTA Scholars. The certificate signals to 

employers that graduates are intellectually ready to acquire the new 

skills that a dynamic, global economy demands, capable of critically 

assessing complex information, and well-trained in the clear and 

persuasive writing essential for success in all endeavors. We have 

also created social media networks for ACTA scholars—to build 

a community of liberally educated men and women, contributing 

to the ongoing renaissance of classical education. In 2021, we will 

expand the program to an additional three schools. 

Fund for Academic Renewal

Alumni are deeply grateful for their own college experiences and 

want the next generation to have the same benefits of a college 

education that they enjoyed. But they are alarmed by the erosion of 

academic quality, that lightweight courses on trendy topics often 

displace rigorous courses on essential subjects. They are concerned 

that a cancel culture inhibits the free exchange of ideas and limits 

students’ opportunities to hear different perspectives on controver-

sial issues. ACTA’s Fund for Academic Renewal (FAR) is a vital re-

source for college donors seeking to uphold the liberal arts, demand 

high academic standards, and protect academic freedom. FAR 

helps donors articulate their philanthropic goals, identify meritori-

ous programs, and craft gifts with enduring impact.

FAR has advised on over $100 million in gifts to higher education 
since 2016. With FAR’s assistance, donors have endowed chairs, 
established scholarships, and created thriving academic centers. 
This year, several donors requested FAR’s guidance on estate gifts 
that would provide unique opportunities to students and protect 
free speech on campus.

FAR is funded through the generosity of the Diana Davis Spencer 

Foundation. Services are provided at no cost, including legal consul-

tation from Arnold & Porter, LLP, giving donors confidence that their 

funds will be directed to the goals they envision.
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Accountability
Twenty-six years ago, ACTA warned that American higher education was on 
a financial collision course that would put college out of reach for many of our 
citizens. We began to provide tools for college leaders and policymakers to help 
them find and apply remedies. ACTA is proud of what it has accomplished, yet 
much remains to be done. The global pandemic has thrown college enrollment 
into disarray along with institutions’ projections of tuition revenue, not to mention 
battered state economies upon which public institutions rely for fiscal support. 
Campus closures all but dried-up income streams from athletics, medical centers, 
and related enterprises; and public scrutiny of resource allocation decisions has 
thrust higher education’s financial woes into the national spotlight. 

ACTA’s call for engaged governance and transformative board leadership is now 
more urgent than ever. Trustees must be willing to identify and address wasteful 
spending, and ACTA provides the tools to assess how they are allocating resources. 

Bold change is needed to put American higher education on a sustainable 
path. This includes reforms such as introducing a cost-effective, 90-semester-
hour baccalaureate degree; replacing the wasteful “electives” system with a 
solid, foundational core curriculum; and ending the burgeoning student life 
programming that squanders funds and often intrudes on student privacy and 
freedom of speech. The only way forward is to streamline spending and adopt 
strategies to improve performance. By following ACTA’s recommendations, 
trustees and higher education leaders are reconceptualizing and restructuring 
their schools to emerge with higher standards and greater efficiency. 

Fortifying Institutional Governance
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l

2004
ACTA founding 
president Jerry L. 
Martin testifies before 
Congress to advocate 
for accreditation 
reform during the 
reauthorization of the 
Higher Education Act.

l 2005
ACTA publishes its 1st state 
report card, examining 
North Carolina’s public 
universities. In 2020, we 
published our 13th.

l 2006
Anne Neal, former ACTA president, testifies 
before the National Advisory Committee on 
Institutional Quality and Integrity (NACIQI), 
which monitors accreditation. Ms. Neal  was 
appointed to the Committee in 2010. 2011

ACTA partners with 
the Aspen Institute to 
provide professional 
development for trustees 
through regional trustee 
seminars. In 2020, ACTA 
launches a webinar 
training series.

2007
ACTA’s Institute for 
Effective Governance® 
launches its trustee guide 
series, providing insights 
on key higher education 
governance issues.

ACTA convenes 22 national higher 
education leaders to draft Governance 
for a New Era®, a blueprint for board 
governance in the 21st century. To date, 
500 trustees, presidents, and others 
have requested copies.

l 2014

l
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Tackling Administrative Bloat
Our work began years ago. In 2008, we launched Shining 

the Light: A Report Card on Georgia’s System of Public Higher 

Education, ACTA’s first report to use data from the U.S. 

Department of Education to examine institutions’ cost-

effectiveness and growth trends in administrative spending. 

Over the past decade, ACTA has expanded its research 

through an extensive series of research reports, including 

Getting What You Pay For?, Education or Reputation?, and 

How Much is Too Much? Controlling Administrative Costs 

through Effective Oversight. In 2019, ACTA launched 

HowCollegesSpendMoney.com, an online tool empowering 

governing boards, lawmakers, and the public to create their 

own custom reports using the same analysis. We helped 

them move past rhetoric to reality.

To date, more than 16,000 trustees, presidents, 

and officials have used HowCollegesSpendMoney.

com, including the Iowa Board of Regents, which cited 

administrative cost data from ACTA’s website during 

public discussions of its 2021 budget. Since 2016, over 100 

institutions have contacted us for an in-depth analysis of our 

findings, and many are using the data to pursue concrete 

change in the boardroom. In June, we presented at the annual 

Accountability

The COVID-19 pandemic has made glaringly obvious the need for engaged 
and informed leadership from college and university governing boards. ACTA’s 
guidance and resources for trustees are vital, now more than ever.

Fortifying Institutional Governance

HowCollegesSpendMoney.com

“ —Michael Hsu, former regent, University of Minnesota

ACTA launches the Project on Administrative 
Costs. In response,  4 governors and 17 institutions 
representing 700,000+ undergraduates reach  out to 
ACTA to discuss the findings. 

l 2016

l 2015
l 2019
ACTA launches How 
CollegesSpendMoney.
com, an online tool to help 
trustees and policymakers 
benchmark their spending 
patterns against their 
peers. Nearly 350 
colleges and universities 
have examined their 
expenditures.

l 2020
ACTA launches Higher Ed at a Glance,   
an eNewsletter that reaches over 1,100 
members of legislative education 
committees in all 50 states and every 
member of the  U.S. Congress.l 2018

ACTA hosts a Capitol 
Hill briefing  to feature 
its contributions to 
Accreditation on the 
Edge, a seminal volume 
published by Johns 
Hopkins University Press.

l 2017
ACTA publishes How Much 
is Too Much?, featured in 
the Chronicle of Higher 
Education and Inside  
Higher Ed.

ACTA establishes the 
Jerry L. Martin Prize for 
Excellence in College 
Trusteeship. In 2021, 
our 4th recipient will be 
honored at ACTA’s 25th 
Anniversary Celebration.
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meeting of the Association for Institutional Research (AIR), informing institutional research officers around 

the world about HowCollegesSpendMoney.com and the current peril of administrative bloat. We work hard 

to reach as many education stakeholders as possible. Through targeted mailings to boards of institutions 

with egregiously rising administrative costs, ACTA has been staying at the forefront of the fight to keep a 

college education affordable and accessible.

Our message has even reached the halls of Congress. U.S. Representative Greg Murphy (R.-N.C., 3rd 

District) has worked to address runaway administrative bloat in higher education, advocating for colleges 

and universities to become more transparent in their spending priorities. On December 9, in a floor speech 

before Congress and in a related article in the Washington Examiner, Representative Murphy cited ACTA’s 

research to call attention to spending on administration and its role in the student debt crisis. He warned: 

“Between 1993 and 2007, administrative costs increased an outrageous 61.2%, while instructional costs 

increased 39.3%. According to the American Council of Trustees and Alumni, noninstructional spending at 

colleges and universities from 2016 to 2017 exceeded the gross domestic product of 134 countries.”

2021 will bring with it a new dimension to ACTA’s fight to control administrative spending. We will publish 

a white paper with macro-analysis of data from 1,500 colleges and universities to give the public an even 

deeper understanding of college spending and its effect on affordability and student outcomes. In our annual 

update of HowCollegesSpendMoney.com, we will add new features to the site, including a tool allowing 

users to track institutional spending on student services, a fast-growing category that includes expenses 

such as student activities, some athletics, and offices of diversity and inclusion—entities that often have a 

detrimental impact on freedom of expression. As boards, lawmakers, and taxpayers pay closer attention 

Between 1993 and 2007, administrative costs 
increased an outrageous 61.2%, while instructional 
costs increased 39.3%. According to the American 
Council of Trustees and Alumni, noninstructional 
spending at colleges and universities from 2016 to 2017 
exceeded the gross domestic product of 134 countries.
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“
U.S. Representative Greg Murphy cited ACTA’s work in 
the Washington Examiner and on the floor of Congress. He 
represents North Carolina’s 3rd Congressional District. He is a 
member of the House Committee on Education and Labor and 
a former member of the Davidson College board of trustees.
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to the problem of administrative bloat, ACTA is empowering 

higher education leaders to make cost-effective decisions that 

align mission with finance. 

Supporting Engaged Governing 
Boards
Bold thinking and action from trustees and academic leaders 

are the keys to ensuring that future generations have access 

to a high-quality college education at an affordable price. 

Trustees possess the decision-making ability to control costs 

and safeguard academic excellence. To accomplish this 

monumental task, trustees need access to independent data 

and research to guide policy decisions. ACTA has made it our 

goal to equip trustees with accurate knowledge and to offer our 

consultation, informed by a long history of supplying quality 

resources to boards. 

In 2020, we distributed over 1,500 copies of our publications, 

meeting requests from over 260 education leaders and 

policymakers. Requests for materials and consultations have 

increased steadily and sharply over the past five years. The 

essay 10 Things Everyone Should Know About American History 

by distinguished historian Allen Guelzo was ACTA’s most-

requested resource in 2020. In addition, the recent popularity 

of two other publications demonstrates the sustaining impact 

of ACTA’s message: the 2020–21 edition of What Will They 

Learn? and Governance for a New Era, the 2014 statement on 

governance published by ACTA, signed by 22 national higher 

education leaders, and headed by former City University of New 

York board chair and Yale University President Emeritus Benno 

Schmidt.

When the global pandemic began, ACTA recognized the need 

for trustees to have real-time access to resources to help 

them address the immediate and long-term consequences 

on campus. We quickly launched our COVID-19 resources 

initiative, a one-stop landing page with links to our 

Higher Ed Now podcasts, featuring interviews with higher 

education leaders, as well as articles from across the country 

detailing how colleges are navigating these unprecedented 

circumstances. In 2021, ACTA will build upon its newly 

Kansas

Your Impact on higher 
education can be 
measured.

Your impact on higher 
education can be 
measured.

Does your state provide an intellectually rich, high-quality college education at an affordable price? 

See how your state is doing compared to others.

Core Curriculum Speech Code Policies

Administrative Spending 4-Year Graduation Rate

Are your schools preparing graduates for career 
and community? For more information, visit 
WhatWillTheyLearn.com.

36th / 50 states

20th / 50 states
31st / 50 states

13th / 50 states

Does your state flagship do a good job in controlling 
administrative bloat? For more information, visit
HowCollegesSpendMoney.com.

Are college students graduating in four years? When 
students enter college but do not graduate, there are 
serious consequences for the student and taxpayers.

At your state institutions, is there freedom of inquiry 
and freedom to debate and challenge? Visit 
TheFIRE.org/resources/spotlight to learn more.

at University of Kansas

$3,334 per student
33% graduate on time

Make quality education a reality.
GoACTA.org/Policymakers

Flip over
for more

information

ACTA launched a new initiative 
in 2020 to assist lawmakers in 
all 50 U.S. states by providing 
them with information on 
key performance metrics of 
their 4-year public colleges 
and universities. These metrics 
are designed to start in-depth 
conversations among legislators 
on how best to steward funds 
so that students receive an 
intellectually rich, high-quality 
education at an affordable price.
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launched trustee webinar program to address further issues of importance to trustees, including responding 

to student mental health and substance use and dealing effectively with the economic fallout of the 

pandemic.

Bringing Solutions to Policymakers
State legislatures provide critical oversight to ensure that public colleges and universities properly serve 

taxpayers and students. ACTA alerts lawmakers to national trends in higher education and points them 

to proven methods in cultivating a free and open learning environment and spending public funds wisely. 

In 2020, we aggressively expanded our efforts to put our resources in the hands of legislators. To address 

the role of policymakers in facing the financial challenges posed by the global pandemic, ACTA presented 

at the American Legislative Exchange Council’s annual meeting for state legislators in July. We discussed 

the monetary impact of COVID-19 on higher education and promoted our new proposal to increase the 

affordability of a college degree by establishing a 90-credit-hour baccalaureate degree program. We also 

focused on providing consistent, reliable information to stakeholders. Our brand new Higher Ed at a Glance 

eNewsletter reaches over 1,300 members of state higher education committees as well as every member 

of Congress. Additionally, ACTA now produces custom one-page reports for each state to show how public 

institutions rank on key performance metrics such as core curriculum, speech code policies, administrative 

spending, and 4-year graduation rates.

ACTA partnered with the Mississippi Center for Public Policy to produce Southern Exposure: A Look at 

Mississippi’s Public Colleges and Universities. This in-depth state report assessed the performance of the eight 

public universities governed by the Board of Trustees of the Mississippi State Institutions of Higher Learning, 
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1730 M Street NW, Suite 600
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A Look at Mississippi’s Public Colleges and Universities

Southern Exposure

A M E R I C A N  C O U N C I L  O F  T R U S T E E S  A N D  A L U M N I
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Mississippi Center for Public Policy
520 George Street
Jackson, MS 39202

Phone: 601.969.1300
Email: mail@mspolicy.org • Website: mspolicy.org

In 2020, ACTA published its most recent state report, 
partnering with the Mississippi Center for Public Policy 
to assess the performance of eight public universities 
governed by the Board of Trustees of the Mississippi 
State Institutions of Higher Learning. 

The report called for state institutions to take a hard 
look at their policies on curricular requirements, 
academic freedom, and the hiring of chief executives, 
as well as conduct a sweeping review of their spending 
practices. As a result, the state House of Representatives 
introduced HB 1200, a bill that would expand free speech 
protections on campus.
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examining Academic Strength, Intellectual Diversity, Cost & 

Effectiveness, and Governance. Our investigation of Bias Incident 

Response Teams that chill campus discourse at the University of 

Mississippi supported legislation to protect the free speech rights 

of students on campus, igniting a crucial discussion of the issue.

Over the past year, we also provided guidance in several states 

considering policy proposals affecting civic education. ACTA 

gave expert testimony before the Maryland State House 

Ways and Means Committee to support HB 1151, which would 

establish a U.S. history requirement for all undergraduate 

degrees at state public higher education institutions. We also 

filed a successful petition with the Administrative Hearings 

Division to prevent the Florida Department of Education 

from weakening the legislature’s mandated civics education 

requirement by allowing students to opt out of a three-credit 

course through a “low-bar” multiple-choice civics test. Finally, 

last year, ACTA worked with allies in South Carolina to support 

the REACH Act, a bill reintroduced in the 2021 legislative 

session that would strengthen the state’s existing civic 

education requirement for public institutions.  

Challenging Accreditor Overreach

For nearly a quarter decade, ACTA has been at the forefront 

of efforts to promote innovation by protecting institutional 

autonomy from accreditor overreach into trustee governance. 

In 2004, ACTA founding president Jerry L. Martin testified 

before Congress as it was considering the reauthorization of the 

Higher Education Act, bringing to light many of the systemic 

issues plaguing accreditation and calling for reform. Since 

2006, ACTA Senior Fellow Anne Neal has served on the federal 

National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and 

Integrity (NACIQI), where she is a strong advocate for reform of 

accreditation. Through briefings on Capitol Hill, amicus curiae 

briefs filed in federal courts across the country, and thoughtful 

published commentary, ACTA has established itself as a leading 

authority on the changes needed to federal law affecting 

postsecondary accreditation, a position upon which it will only 

expand in 2021 and beyond.

 



24 THEN & NOW  ACTA’s 25-Year Drive to Restore the Promise of Higher Education

Informing the Public Conversation
National Reach

In the 25 years since its founding, ACTA has become a powerful, respected 
authority on higher education reform. Our office receives calls almost every day 
from media outlets seeking our insights on a broad range of challenges facing 
colleges and universities, from protecting free speech to revising core curriculum 
to cutting costs. 

The COVID-19 pandemic and civil unrest dominated headlines in 2020, and 
ACTA used its position to offer the nation messages of reassurance, reason, and 
reform, becoming a go-to resource for college leadership as they navigate the 
ongoing crisis. 

This year, ACTA appeared over 370 times in 100 different outlets and 44 different states, with 

40 of those media appearances in publications with an estimated reach of over one million. 

Our counsel and commentary on higher education reform were sought out by the Washington 

Post, The Hill, Politico, the Washington Examiner, the Washington Times, National Review, Inside 

Higher Ed, USA Today, U.S. News & World Report, the Associated Press, and more. 

Our Higher Ed Now podcast provided a road map for wise and effective college leadership, 

featuring distinguished experts and policymakers. Widely viewed episodes included “Institutional 

Shifts after COVID-19” with Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, president emeritus of The George 

Washington University; “College Sports Pushed to the Brink,” a fascinating edition on excessive 

college athletics spending with Sally Jenkins, acclaimed sports journalist for the Washington 

Post; “How Institutions Should Face the Crisis,” featuring former U.S. senator Hank Brown; “The 

University’s New ‘Loyalty Oath,’” a discussion with University of California–Davis Professor 

Abigail Thompson, an ACTA Hero of Intellectual Freedom; and “Innovative Learning in the Age 

of COVID-19” with groundbreaking educational entrepreneur John Katzman, founder of the 

Princeton Review. Total views of the podcast series topped 36,000 this year.

As a regular contributor to Forbes.com on higher education leadership, policy, and best 

practices, ACTA President Michael Poliakoff published 15 articles on the platform in 2020, 

with his combined readership growing to over 110,000. His column called national attention 

to Liberty University’s mishandling of reopening its campus, condemned wasteful spending 

during a national pandemic at the State University of New York–Binghamton in the form of a 

$60 million baseball stadium, and came to the defense of Princeton University Professor Joshua 

Katz. As many Americans continue to lose faith in institutions of higher education, Dr. Poliakoff’s 

advice on managing the coronavirus financial crisis and his willingness to call out irresponsible 
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Informing the Public Conversation

college governance, and provide solutions, have motivated 

many schools to reflect on how to improve transparency and 

recommit to academic excellence. 

To mark our 25th anniversary year, ACTA’s completely 

redesigned website went live. The new GoACTA.org targets 

the needs of ACTA’s four main stakeholders: trustees, alumni, 

policymakers, and students and their parents. Website 

usership has increased by 97%, from 76,287 in 2019 to 

150,371 in 2020, and page views have risen 72%. 

The 2020–2021 edition of our What Will They Learn? report has 

received wide-ranging coverage since its release in September, 

driving traffic to ACTA’s websites and resources. The report 

was highlighted in the Washington Post, the Washington 

Examiner, the Daily Signal, and Campus Reform, as well as many 

regional outlets, including the Atlanta Tribune, the Albany 

Herald, the Atchison Daily Globe, and a local ABC-affiliated TV 

station in West Virginia. Users of WhatWillTheyLearn.com 

increased by 45% to 95,855, up from 65,924 in 2019. Over 

a dozen schools that received an “A” rating from the report 

shared the news on their university websites and on social 

media, including Christopher Newport University, Baylor 

University, and the University of Georgia. 

With a renewed emphasis on digital engagement, our website 

traffic from social media has grown by 853% as compared 

to last year. In late 2020, we launched a What Will They 

Learn?® Instagram page, which now has over 2,000 followers 

and will soon feature informational videos, college choice 

resources, and infographics. The page provides a place to build 

a community of high school and college students, homeschool 

families, educators, lifelong learners, and organizations 

committed to the Great Books and to supporting the renewal 

of classical learning.

Through its resources for alumni, donors, trustees, parents, and students, 
ACTA can help guide institutions of higher learning back to the principles and 
practices that made them an example to the world.

—Mike Sabo, Editor, RealClear American Civics“

For acclaimed sports journalist 
Sally Jenkins of the Washington 
Post, the COVID-19 pandemic has 
blown the lid off excessive spend-
ing in college athletics and brought 
higher education to a profound 
reckoning point. She sat down with 
ACTA’s Armand Alacbay (shown) 
and Doug Sprei for a probing con-
versation on ACTA’s Higher Ed 
Now podcast.
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Reaching the Higher Education Community
Trustees. Our growing network includes trustees from nearly every four-year institution across the country 

offering a liberal arts degree. We continue to provide guidance and support and reach over 23,000 trustees 

at nearly 1,300 institutions. 

Alumni. Our quarterly newsletter Inside Academe reaches more than 13,000 alumni from a wide range of 

colleges and universities. And over 3,000 alumni receive our monthly eNewsletters as well as email updates 

about our latest initiatives, events, and achievements. 

Governors and Policymakers. ACTA reaches out to governors and their education policy staffs, in addition 

to state policymakers and legislators. 

Celebrating Our  25th Anniversary in 2021
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we postponed our 2020 event. ACTA’s 25TH Plus One Anniversary 

Celebration will take place on November 11–12, 2021. As good fortune would have it, we have been able to 

schedule the same exciting roster of events, culminating at the storied Library of Congress, which Thomas 

Jefferson envisioned as a temple of learning for our nation. 

We will honor Gordon S. Wood, Alva O. Way University Professor of History and Professor of History 

Emeritus at Brown University, with our Philip Merrill Award for Outstanding Contributions to Liberal Arts 

Education. Professor Wood is the nation’s leading historian of the American Revolution. Through his work, 

America’s colleges and universities are among 
the nation’s most important institutions: 
drivers of innovation and economic growth, 
repositories of our civilizational inheritance, 
and incubators of civic understanding and 
norms of civil dialogue. ACTA has spent the 
last 25 years working to ensure that they fulfill 
their promise. 

In this video, ACTA’s leaders, past and present, 
discuss a quarter century of successful efforts 
to promote academic freedom, academic 
excellence, and governance accountability in 
higher education.
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View at GoACTA.org/anniversary-video.
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he has emphasized the important and prescient lesson that the 

study of our nation’s history must not be an exercise in ideology, 

but a comprehensive and balanced entry into complex historical 

realities.  

We will also recognize Karrin Taylor Robson, secretary of the 

Arizona Board of Regents, with the Jerry L. Martin Prize for 

Excellence in College Trusteeship. Ms. Taylor Robson is the 

architect of the Regents’ Cup, a debate competition between 

Arizona’s three public universities that teaches students how to 

engage respectfully with each other in high-level, formal debate. 

With issues of cost, quality, and free speech roiling an impatient 

public, five college presidents will chart the way forward in a 

colloquy: “A Challenging Landscape: Presidents on the Future 

of Higher Education.” Participants include University of Chicago 

President Robert Zimmer, Purdue University President Mitch 

Daniels, The George Washington University President Emeritus 

Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, Baylor University President Linda 

Livingstone, and Arizona State University President Michael Crow. 

Robert Zimmer will introduce Dr. Abigail Thompson, chair of the 

Mathematics Department at the University of California–Davis, 

who will provide the morning’s keynote remarks. Dr. Thompson 

is recognized as an ACTA Hero of Intellectual Freedom for her 

principled stand on hiring standards in the midst of the University 

of California System’s prejudicial use of diversity and equity 

statements in faculty screening.

Please join us in celebrating a quarter-century of shared work to 

promote academic excellence and academic freedom at America’s 

colleges and universities and in looking ahead to the frontiers 

before us. 
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Senior Fellow Anne D. Neal

ACTA continues to benefit from the expertise 

of our senior fellow, Anne Neal. Ms. Neal is a 

cofounder of ACTA and served as our president 

from 2003 to 2016. She currently serves as a 

member of the National Advisory Committee on 

Institutional Quality and Integrity and is on the 

frontlines of accreditation reform.

Interns & Fellows

ACTA’s internship program offers a unique 

educational experience to talented college 

students and recent graduates. Our spring 

and summer interns perform critical research 

on the What Will They Learn?® project as 

well as other key research and writing tasks, 

including the development of our high school 



29American Council of Trustees and Alumni • 2020

Contributions/Grants
(unrestricted)

49% Programs
92%

2020 OPERATING EXPENSES2020 OPERATING REVENUES

Other Income
11%

Management/General
7%

Fundraising
1%

2020 Financial Statements
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
as of December 31, 2020

Assets

Cash/Cash Equivalents (unrestricted)	 $1,188,118

Cash/Cash Equivalents (restricted)	 2,179,662 

Marketable Securities	 3,301,961 

Receivables	 363

Prepayments/Other Assets	 48,968

Property/Equipment (Net)	     502,854

	 Total Assets	 7,221,926

Liabilities & Net Assets

Accounts Payable	   11,285

Deferred Rent	     211,807

	 Total Liabilities	     223,092

Unrestricted Net Assets	 4,819,172

Temporarily Restricted Net Assets	  2,179,662

	 Total Net Assets	 6,998,834

	 Total Liabilities & Net Assets	 $7,221,926

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
as of December 31, 2020

Revenue & Support

Contributions/Grants (unrestricted)	 $2,008,559

Contributions/Grants (restricted)	 1,660,500

Interest/Dividends	 91,696

Miscellaneous Income	        199

Realized/Unrealized Gains	           364,692

	 Total Revenue & Support	 4,125,646

Expenses

Programs	 3,189,743

Fundraising	 17,764

Management/General	     245,138

	 Total Expenses	   3,452,645

Change in Net Assets	 673,001

Net Assets, beginning of year	   6,325,833

Net Assets, end of year	 $6,998,834

	

Contributions/Grants
(restricted)
40%
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counselor database. The Robert Lewit Fellowship 

in Educational Policy offers select students the 

opportunity to engage in special assignments. 

Interns and fellows are treated to a summer 

speaker series, in which eminent scholars discuss 

important topics in higher education with them. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this year’s eight 

summer interns worked remotely. Although we 

were not able to gather together at the ACTA 

headquarters in Washington, DC, the interns 

enjoyed virtual guest speakers, including Dr. Murray 

Bessette, director of academic programs for the 

Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation, 

and Andrew Heim, manager of special projects for 

Hillsdale College in Washington, DC. 

Our Partners
ACTA is grateful for our supporters, whose loyalty 

and dedication make our important work possible.

We rely upon them not just for funding, but for 

inspiration, collaboration, and assistance in our 

common goal to ensure that all college students 

receive an intellectually rich liberal arts education 

at an affordable price. And because we do not 

receive government funding, our donors enable us 

to maintain our independence in forming policies 

and taking action.

Members of ACTA’s Donor Societies are invited to 

exclusive events throughout the year, where they 

meet important and influential scholars and leaders 

of higher education reform. We appreciate these 

opportunities to engage with our Donor Society 

members and to hear their ideas about the future of 

American higher education.

This year, due to the pandemic, we were unable to 

host in-person donor events and gatherings. While 

we missed the opportunity to meet face-to-face 

with our closest friends and supporters, we were 

pleased that technology allowed us to stay in touch. 

We were able to celebrate our 25th anniversary 

with a very special video tribute in which several 

of ACTA’s eminent founders joined together for a 

discussion of what has happened in the past 25 

years, how ACTA rose to meet the challenges, and 

what we have before us in the coming years.

We look forward to a return to normalcy in 2021 

and are eager to see everyone at the Library of 

Congress for ACTA’s 25th Plus One Anniversary 

Celebration, to be held on November 11–12 in 

Washington, DC. 

We work hard to acknowledge all of our donors. If 

we have inadvertently omitted you, please let us 

know. 

Legacy Society

The Legacy Society honors donors who make 

planned gifts to ACTA. Their generosity drives 

ACTA’s work, creating a real legacy by protecting 

rich liberal arts education for future generations.

Anonymous

M. Blouke Carus, Illinois

Jeanne & Gordon Evans, California

Clifford P. Hackett, District of Columbia

Edna Haskell, South Carolina

Virginia & Sandy MacNeil, North Carolina

Michael Maibach, Virginia

George S. Parker Charitable Trusts, Wisconsin

Elaine Sommers Rich, Indiana

The Estate of John R. Wilson, Georgia
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Leadership Society

The Leadership Society consists of grant-making foundations 

whose generous gifts make ACTA’s endeavors possible.

Anonymous

The Achelis & Bodman Foundation, New York

Beazley Foundation Inc., Virginia 

The Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation, Wisconsin

Clark Charitable Trust, Massachusetts 

Adolph Coors Foundation, Colorado 

Daniels Fund, Colorado 

Diana Davis Spencer Foundation, Maryland 

Ken W. Davis Foundation, Texas 

D.W. Gore Family Foundation, Massachusetts 

Richard Horvitz and Erica Hartman-Horvitz Foundation, Ohio 

Fletcher Jones Foundation, California 

F.M. Kirby Foundation, New Jersey 

Jean K. Lafromboise Foundation, Washington

Fred Maytag Family Foundation, California 

The McClatchey Foundation, Georgia 

Philip M. McKenna Foundation, Pennsylvania

Merrill Family Foundation, Maryland 

New World Somewhere, Illinois 

George S. Parker II Charitable Trusts, Florida 

Sarah Scaife Foundation, Pennsylvania 

The Sordoni Foundation, Pennsylvania

Triad Foundation, New York 

The Watterson Foundation, Virginia 

Woodford Foundation for Limited Government, Colorado

Founder’s Society 

Established in 2015, the Founder’s Society is ACTA’s highest level 

of individual donors. It recognizes donors who support ACTA with 

gifts of $50,000 or more.

Anonymous

Paul S. Levy, New York 
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Chairman’s Society 

Established in 2011, the Chairman’s Society consists 

of individuals who support ACTA with gifts of 

$25,000–$49,999. 

Anonymous 

Harold W. Eickhoff, New Jersey 

Kathe & Edwin D. Williamson, District of Columbia 

Trustee’s Society 

Established in 2016, the Trustee’s Society consists 

of individuals who support ACTA with gifts of 

$15,000–$24,999. 

Anonymous

John W. Altman, Arizona 

Jerome Bruni, Colorado 

Barbara & John Bruning, New York 

Jane & Robert Lewit, New York 

The Mississippi Center for Public Policy, Mississippi 

Michael B. Poliakoff, Virginia 

Decade Society 

Established in 2005 to commemorate ACTA’s 

10th anniversary, the Decade Society consists of 

individuals who donate $10,000–$14,999. 

Amy & James Bennett, Connecticut 

Margaret & James Costan, District of Columbia 

Mack C. Lindsey, Texas 

Bruce R. McCaw, Washington 

Alice Pack Melly, Connecticut

Albert Oettinger, Jr., North Carolina 

David Bruce Smith, District of Columbia 

Susan & Roger Stone, Illinois 

Stuart Taylor, District of Columbia 

Society of Fellows 

Established in 2011, the Society of Fellows 

recognizes individuals who contribute $5,000–

$9,999 in support of ACTA’s work.

Martha W. Acker, Alabama 

Irving Cohen, Maryland 

Richard Coyle, Arizona 

Frank J. Coyle, Washington 

Kent Croft, Maryland 

Paula & Ed Fichtner, New York 

Amy & Charles Johnson, Florida 

Kraig H. Kayser, New York 

Michael L. Keiser, Illinois 

Jerry L. Martin, Pennsylvania 

Anne D. Neal, District of Columbia 

William F. Podlich, California 

Stanley W. Stillman, Virginia 

President’s Society 

Established in 2007, President’s Society members 

contribute between $1,000–$4,999.

Brad Agin, Ohio 

Peter Alcock, Massachusetts 

Neal M. Allen, Georgia 

K. Tucker Andersen, Connecticut 

Lawrence S. Berlin, Illinois 

Richard A. Bernstein, New York 

Richard Birnie, Texas 

Dargar Bjorksten, Florida 

Neil K. Bortz, Ohio

J. Bayard Boyle, Tennessee 

Stephen F. Brauer, Missouri 

James L. Broadhead, Florida 

T. Kimball Brooker, New York 

Lois & David Brown, Maryland 

John Stuart Bruce, North Carolina 

Betsy Burgett, Oregon 

Ellen Byrd, Texas 

Pearl J. Compaan, Ohio 

James Creigh, Nebraska 

Charlotte C. Danly, Vermont 

William Dembski, Texas 

Leslie & Michael Deshaies, Virginia 
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Harold E. Dittmer, California 

James Doty, District of Columbia 

Stephen Einhorn, Wisconsin 

Joseph J. Fisch, California 

John D. Fonte, District of Columbia 

Steven Frankel, Ohio 

Marsha L. Frey & Linda S. Frey, Montana 

Clifford P. Hackett, District of Columbia 

J. Daniel Hanks, Georgia 

Michael R. Harres, Illinois 

John T. Hazel Jr., Virginia 

John Hillen, Virginia 

Arthur Hilsinger, Massachusetts 

Mary Lou Huff, New York 

Lawrence Hyatt, Tennessee 

Scott M. Jenkins, Pennsylvania 

W. Henry Johnson, South Carolina 

Joseph F. Johnston, Virginia 

Lauri Kempson, Virginia 

Thomas S. Kenan III, North Carolina 

Carl W. Kohls, New York 

Robert M. Kurtz, Pennsylvania 

Raymond C. Lauver, North Carolina 

Michael A. Leven, Florida 

Martha Lewis, Maryland 

John S. Lillard, Illinois 

Gerald Thomas Lins, New York 

Aarno Liuksila, District of Columbia 

Stephen Lovas, Florida 

George R. Lucas, Maryland 

John Madigan, Illinois 

Michael C. Maibach, Virginia 

Jay Mason, Nevada 

Kathleen S. McCreary, Illinois 

Richard McLaughlin, Oregon 

Charles P. McQuaid, Illinois 

Edwin Meese, Virginia 

Rona & Allan Mendelsohn, District of 

   Columbia 

Donald N. Merino, Massachusetts 

William Modahl, New Mexico 

Stephen J. Morse, Pennsylvania 

Peter Moyer, Nevada 

Michael B. Mukasey, New York 

Barbara O’Mara, Massachusetts

Thomas C. Patterson, Arizona 

Manning M. Pattillo, Georgia 

William Patton, Texas 

Marilyn & Arthur Penn, New York 

William Petty, Florida 

James C. Pizzagalli, Vermont 

Angelo Pizzagalli, Vermont 

Robert H. Potts Jr., Colorado 

Richard Rosenberg, California 

Arthur J. Rothkopf, Maryland 

Nelson Schaenen, New Jersey 

Grant W. Schaumburg, Massachusetts 

Betsy & Walter P. Stern, New York 

Robert W. Stewart, Virginia 

Jennifer Peterson Streit, Illinois 

Mark Sullivan III, Arizona 

Kermit Sutton, Florida 

Stephen Joel Trachtenberg, District of 

   Columbia 

Robert J. Ulrich, Minnesota 
David Vickroy, Ohio 
David M. Walsh, Florida 
Nancy Anne West, Texas 
J. Bruce Whelihan, District of Columbia 
Preston M. White, Virginia 
Edwin L. Whitman, Pennsylvania 
Stephen Wilson, Illinois 
Michael G. Wyatt, Texas 

Contributors 

In 2020, additional donations came from 
hundreds of supporters nationwide, for 
which we are truly grateful. 
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Dean I. Dillard, Kansas 
Joyce Dinsmore, Illinois 
Elizabeth Harmer Dionne,  
  Massachusetts 
Diane M. Disney, Pennsylvania 
William L. Dobyns, Oregon 
Dorothy Docken, Washington 
David Doerr, Virginia 
John K. Duckworth, Mississippi 
John Dutton, California 
Howard B. Edelstein, Ohio 
Michael E. Edleson, Tennessee 
D.M. Edwards, Texas 
Emerson Ellett, New Jersey 
Bruce Ellig, New York 
Robert W. Ellis, Pennsylvania 
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Peter Emch, Virginia 
Sara Epstein, Missouri 
John Miles Evans, New Hampshire 
H. Spencer Everett, Florida 
Frank Failla, New Jersey 
Daniel L. Farber, Virginia 
Guy Farmer, Florida 
Donald Felker, New Jersey 
W. J. Thomas Ferguson, Washington 
Robert J. Fiddes, Florida 
Maureen & Ben Field, Virginia 
Lauren M. & James W. Foote, Connecticut 
Abigail & Jason Ford, Maryland 
Tom Fortmann, Massachusetts 
David Fott, Nevada 
Hugh C. Fowler, Colorado 
William M. Freebern, Florida 
Anita Friedman, California 
Howard I. Friedman, California 
David Frolich, Georgia 
Timothy Fuller, Colorado 
Larry O. Gantt, South Carolina 
John K. Garvey, Kansas 
J. Ronald Gaudreault, New York 
Raymond V. Gick, New Jersey 
Terry L. Gilmore, California 
Bruce Gjovig, North Dakota 
Olwynne Gleason, Texas 
Jerry Glenn, Florida
James R. Glenn, Virginia 
Richard Gnaedinger, Indiana 
Nina & Viktor Goldmakher, Massachusetts 
David Golub, New York 
Robert H. Graham, Texas 
Ted Graske, New Jersey 
Mark A. Grathwohl, New York 
Russ Gray, Nevada 
Alan Green, California 
Arnold C. Greenberg, Connecticut 
Richard R. Greer, Washington 

John Greytok, Texas 
Alan D. Gribben, Alabama 
Dionis Griffin, North Carolina 
Joe Grills, Virginia 
Thomas Groover, Texas 

John Gross, Arizona 
Bernard I. Grosser, Utah 
David D. Grove, North Carolina 
Edward Grubb, Idaho 
Robert Grusky, Florida 
Kay D. Guiles, District of Columbia 
Herbert W. Gullquist, Florida 
Gordon Haas, Florida 
Thomas S. Hahs, Missouri 
Kent Hall, Texas 
Roger Hall, Virginia 
Bruce Haller, Indiana 
Richard P. Hallion, Florida
Richard C. Handford, North Carolina 
Sherley Hannay, New York 
August M. Hardee, Indiana 
Richard A. Harris, Arizona 
Gurnee F. Hart, New York 
Robert Wm. Hastings, Hawaii 
George N. Hatsopoulos, Massachusetts 
Thomas A. Hawk, Maryland 
James P. Hawkins, California 
Earl Heal, California 
John Hedberg, Minnesota 
Fritz Heinzen, Virginia 
Patrick Henry, Florida 
John C. Hensel, New Jersey 
Henry Herzing, Wisconsin 
Michael Hewitt, Virginia 
J. Jack W. Hilgers, Virginia 
James LaNauze Hill, Kentucky 
Thomas H. Hillery, Nevada 
Ruth Hoch, Washington 
Edward Hochman, New York 
Thomas Hoehn, Minnesota 
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John & Jean Hoffner, California 
Stanley Honig, Pennsylvania 
Paul W. Horn, New Jersey 
Kenneth W. Horne, North Carolina 
Randall D. Hough, California
L. M. Howell, North Dakota 
Kenneth Howie, Colorado 
Roy Hoyer, California 
Jerry Hubbard, Georgia 
Herbert B. Hudnut, New York 
William Hughes, California 
Diane S. Humphrey, Indiana 
James Humphreys, Tennessee 
Clyde L. Hunt, North Carolina 
Marguerite Hunter, Colorado 
Dee & Don Huntington, Colorado 
Helen Hutchison, Arizona 
Pascal Imperato, California 
Robert A. Irvin, Pennsylvania 
Ange Rae Islam, New York 
Howard Jacobson, Maryland 
Leland James, Nevada 
Kay Johnson, Minnesota 
Robert A. Johnson, Pennsylvania 
Kenneth Jones, California 
Gary M. Joyce, South Dakota 
John Kaiser, Nebraska 
Jeff Kaplan, Ohio 
Paul Keating, North Carolina 
Ronald Kelch, Illinois 
Robert Kellis, Virginia 
Earl Wm. Kennedy, Michigan 
James P. Kenney, Washington 
Jon Khachaturian, Louisiana 
Meredith J. Khachigian, California 
Nelson Kieff, Virginia 
John D. King, Texas 
Neil King, Illinois 
Frank S. Kirkland, North Carolina 
Ann A. Kistler, Oregon 

John W. Klawiter, California 
Robert Knisely, Virginia 
Walter Knoepfel, California 
Edward R. Koch, New Jersey 
Dolores Kohl, Illinois 

Roger Koopman, Montana 
Charles Kraemer, Arizona 
John F. Kreis, District of Columbia 
Edwin Kuhn, Virginia 
George R. La Noue, Maryland 
William Lamkin, Arizona 
William Landau, California 
John B. Lane, Pennsylvania 
Mitchell Langbert, New York 
Peter Lauer, Georgia 
Robert F. Lawson, Ohio 
Henry A. Leander, North Carolina 
Donald H. Leavenworth,  
  Minnesota 
Robert W. Ledeen, New Jersey 
Drew M. Leff, Massachusetts 
David and Kathy Leffler, Ohio 
Donald Leisey, California 
Stephen Lenberger, Florida 
Richard G. Lester, Oklahoma 
Frank Lewis, California 
William V. Lewit, New York 
Robert J. Lieber, District of  
  Columbia 
Herman Lieberman, New Jersey 
Malcolm H. Liles, Tennessee 
Peter Linnert, Wisconsin 
Timothy Little, Michigan 
Karl F. Loomis, Michigan 
Jeffrey Loos, Ohio 
Donn H. Lorenz, Minnesota 
Scott Lovas, Wisconsin 
Steven Lovas, Wisconsin 
Christine Love, Michigan 
Paul D. Lubell, Maryland 

Jason Lujan, California 
Thomas Westbrook Lynch,  
  Missouri 
Matthew R. Lynde, California 
David Mackler, Illinois 
Jane Mahoney, Virginia 
Carol Maibach, California 
Donald Makinson, New Mexico 
Thomas Malloy, Michigan 
Tad Malpass, Michigan 
Frank T. Manheim, Virginia 

Barbara & Jeffrey Alan Margolis,  
  North Carolina 
Joseph Marnell, Minnesota 
Robert L. Marshall, Massachusetts
Keith Martensen, Washington 
Edward S. Martin, Pennsylvania 
David Martinez, Virginia 
Richard C. Marx, New York 
James Matsuik, Ohio 
James Matthews, Texas 
Jane Mauch, Arkansas 
Robert McCartney, Pennsylvania 
Linda McCormick, Texas 
William C. McCoy, Ohio 
Robert McCurdy, Florida 
Richard H. McDonnell, Texas 
John & Florence McGarrity,  
   Pennsylvania 
William F. McGuire, Kansas 
Douglas R. McKissack, Georgia 
Robert McNichols, Virginia 
James A. McRae, Oregon 
Norman Melchert, Virginia 
Arden E. Melzer, Pennsylvania 
Charles Merchant, Arkansas 
Peter R. Merry, Massachusetts 
Tom Meskel, Illinois 
Judith Messina, New York 
Charles K. Meyer, California 

Ab
o

u
t 

U
s



37American Council of Trustees and Alumni • 2020

Jacob B. Michaelsen, California 
Peter Milano, New York 
Richard Miles, North Carolina 
Margaret F. Miller, Indiana 
Thomas S. Miller, Texas 
Fred Miller, Washington 
Jane C. Miller, Connecticut 
Kathleen A. Millett, Arizona 
Ronald Minichillo, Indiana 
Marilyn S. Moll, Virginia 
Nicholas Moon, Virginia 
Carylann Mucha, Iowa 
David E. Mullin, Iowa 
Birch M. Mullins, Missouri 
Mary V. Murfey, Ohio 
Patrick Judd Murray, District of Columbia 
William M. Myers, New York 
Angela Nalbantu-Shrager, Florida 
Howard Negrin, New York 
William G. Nevitt, Maryland 
Dennis Newkirk, Missouri 
Donald P. Nielsen, Washington 
Donald M. Nielsen, North Carolina 
Laurance B. Nilsen, Arizona 
Norman D. Noe, Colorado 
Frank B. Noonan, California 
David J. Novak, Virginia 
Lawrence W. O’ Toole, Massachusetts 
Elizabeth O’Brien, Pennsylvania 
Herbert Odle, Georgia 
Anne Ogan, Ohio
Floyd Okada, California 
Lawrence Okamura, Missouri 
David G. Ondich, Minnesota 
Richard Orland, Tennessee 
Marvin Orr, Tennessee 
Louis Owens, Delaware 
Russell Palumbo, Massachusetts 
Bonnie Panizzera, California 
David Parker, Massachusetts 

John Parker, Alabama 
Geoffrey Parker, Arizona 
Allan Parnell, Kentucky 
Ernest C. Pasour, North Carolina 
William Pasquinelli, California 
Donna Patek, Arizona 
George Payne, New York 
Sheryl Perry, Florida 
Marjorie Peters, Georgia 
Perry G. Phillips, Massachusetts 
Jonathan Pidluzny, Maryland 
Nicholas Pizzola, Pennsylvania 
Joseph A. Polak, Massachusetts 
Alexander J. Pollock, Illinois 
David Popenoe, New Jersey 
Martin B. Popp, Kentucky 
Lawrence A. Post, California 
J. Tyler Pugh, Virginia 
Eleanor Pursell, Nevada 
Charles J. Queenan, Pennsylvania
Lawrence Raia, New Jersey 

Nancy Lee & Daniel Raider, California 

Howard Rakov, New York 

Robert S. Ralston, Illinois 

Phillip A. Raspe, New Jersey 

B. Franklin Rassieur, Missouri 

James Raynesford, California 

Elaine Reeves, Colorado 

Eleanore Reznik, New York 

Julia Rhondeau, Virginia 

Helen Rice, Georgia 

David G. Richardson, Georgia 

Isabelle L. Richmond, Florida 

John L. Riegle, Michigan 

Arthur Riklin, Texas 

Phelps T. Riley, Pennsylvania 

Nancy K. Robinson, Illinois 

Betty Robinson, Tennessee 

Edward N. Robinson, Utah 
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Marianne Roderick, Illinois 

Jarrow L. Rogovin, California 

Donna & Greg Rook, Colorado 

C. E. Roseman, North Carolina 

Edward A. Ross, New Mexico 

Ernest Rubenstein, New York 

Richard Saccany, Colorado

William E. Russell, South Carolina 

Dennis J. Saffran, New York 

Emanuel S. Savas, New Jersey 

Joan Scheel, Michigan 

Hans Schmidt, Tennessee 

Daniel L. Schneid, South Carolina 

Robert W. Schreiber, Virginia 

Maimon Schwarzschild, California 

Arnold Scott, New Hampshire 

Jason Seal, Hawaii 

William J. Seaman, Pennsylvania 

James Sears, Arkansas 

George D. Shaak, Pennsylvania 

James R. Shackleford, Tennessee 

C. Joel Shapiro, California 

A. Ross Shepherd, Kansas 

Alan Shilepsky, Minnesota 

Bertram Siegel, New York 

Harvey A. Silverglate, 

   Massachusetts 

Harold Sims, South Carolina 

John Singleton, Virginia 

Frances Sippel-Wetmore, 

   Delaware 

Ky Siu, North Carolina 

Donald B. Smedstad, Indiana 

Charles Kent Smith, Ohio 

Jearld Smith, Texas 

Charles E. Snee, Ohio 

Leif I. Solberg, Minnesota

Wallace Spaulding, Virginia 

William S. Stambaugh, Virginia 

Joe Stanislawski, California 

Albert Starshak, Minnesota 

James E. Stephens, Illinois 

Norval B. Stephens, Illinois 

David Stern, New York 

James A. Stever, Ohio 

Ruth Steyn, Mississippi 

William L. Stocks, North Carolina 

Jack Stout, South Carolina 

Richard Strandberg, Arizona 

Kathyrn Streng, North Carolina 

Patrick Stricklett, Nebraska 

James Stultz, West Virginia 

Nancy Sugahara, Florida 

Donald W. Sweeting, Colorado 

Gerard A. Swick, Illinois 

Fred S. Teeboom, New Hampshire 

Robert Tengdin, Minnesota 

Claude A. Thomas, Georgia 

Sandy Thompson, California 

Raymond Thompson, Colorado 

William Tietjen, Georgia 

Vincent S. Tirola, Connecticut 

Jackson Toby, New Jersey 

David W. Tolli, Connecticut 

John W. Torgerson, Wisconsin

Linda Trzyna, Colorado 

Arthur Turner, Indiana 

Doris A. Tyler, Arizona 

Patrick Vaccaro, New York 

W. Michael Vale, Virginia 

Frank J. Valenta, Maryland 

Thomas A. Van, Kentucky 

Michael G. Van Asten, Wisconsin 

Maarten van Swaay, Kansas 

Ellen Verell, Kansas 

George J. Wagner, Kentucky 

Edward T. Walsh, Florida 

William Walton, Texas 

Gail Warden, Michigan 

Philip Waxberg, New Jersey 

Jean F. Webb, New Jersey 

Edwin Weddall, Iowa 

Stephen Weeks, Texas 

Eileen Weicher, Illinois 

Anna Weil, Texas 

Harvey J. Weiss, New York 

Daniel Weiss, Ohio 

Walter H. Weld, Massachusetts 

Mary Wemhoff, Idaho 

Kenneth L. Weyler, New  

   Hampshire 

H. George White, Virginia 

Claude Whitmire, Arizona 

Robert C. Whitten, California

H. Keith Willcox, Florida 

Gerald H. Wille, Wisconsin 

Charles Williams, Massachusetts 

Sarah Wilson, Virginia 

Kathleen Wolf, Arkansas 

George Wombwell, Kentucky 

Walter Kirk Wood, South Carolina 

Piers Woodriff, Virginia 

Bernard H. Wright, Ohio 

Brian E. Wright, California 

William Wright, Texas 

Robert Wyenandt, Ohio 

Vicky P. & Phillip D. Yancey,  

   Kentucky 

Robert Young, Texas 

William F. Young, Florida 

David Zeitler, New York 

W. Denman Zirkle, Virginia 
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In Memoriam
In 2020, we bid farewell to some very 
special supporters and friends. 

Bruce M. Brown 

Marianne Carus

Kenneth Kolson

Arne Sorenson 

Abigail Thernstrom
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